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SUBJECT: 


Visit to flothorlondo of 4Hnator • illis 
of Senate Judiciary Committee 


i-nith and Staff Members 


f-enator 1 iilis faith, accompanied by Are, xalfch and five members 
of the ooneto Judiciary Committee staff, arrived et sohiphol airport, 
Amsterdam, from. Oslo at 2:00 p,m. Tuesday, September 9. The group 
v/os mot at the airport by the control officer, and driven to a hotel 
in The Hague.- At 4:30 the group attended an infoivial briefing session 
in the Ambassador's office. The briefing consisted of an outline 
by the /oabassafior of the political and economic situation in the 
He tiier lands, with special emphasis on the Netherlands' surplus 
population problem. The Chief of the i&h Mission and the Embassy's 
Military Attache also made short statements and answered questions 
from the senator and Mr® Richard Arons ® 

The Senator said he realised that settlement or integration of 
refugees and escapees was not a problems in the Aether lands, but he 
said that the group had anyway wanted to come to Holland to make 
certain that It had not overlooked any source of inf anno tion on the 
subject during its visit to Europe. The senator and Mr® Arens were 
each given an envelope containing background material which it was 
ti; .ught might be of interest to the Subcommittee. For the Depart- 
.merit's information, an envelope containing, the same material is 
attached as an enclosure to this despatch. 


After the briefing session, the group attended a reception in 
their honor from 5:30 to 7:30 et the Ambassador* s residence. The 
reception afforded the Senator end Judiciary Committee staff members 
an opportunity to meet and talk with Dr. L. J® II® Heel, Deputy 
Prime minis tor, with a number of members of the Second. Chamber, with 
Hutch Government officials working in the subcommittee's field of 
interest, and with Australian end Canadian Immigration officials 
stationed in The Hague. As the Senator and his party had had to 
get up at about 5:30 that morning to catch the plane frota Oslo, 
nothing was scheduled for the remainder of the evening® 

For several hours after the senator's arrival the Senator and. 
Mrs. Smith and the staff members were considerably inconvenienced 
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toy the non-arrival «C bait of their b ag g aga 8 that part which M bud 
seat from. Oslo toy air freight, The group toad bean tola at the air* ! 
port la Oslo that ttoa toaggaga sent aa air freight weald go oa the 
seme plane, tout aa there wae a change of plane e on route ia Copenhagen, 
the baggage costing toy air freight ana evidently off -loaded there* and 
held for a freight plane later ia the day. Fortunately, the freight 
plane arrived a little after 9 sOO p.ra», ®o that the itobassy was 
finally able to deliver the bags to the Senator at about UsOO p.m» 


The following day, Wednesday, September 10, the .one tor and the 
Committee staff members attended a seating of Dutch Government 
officials and private economists interested in refuse© questions, 
the meeting was held la the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, under the 
oheiraan»hip of &r« 3« 0» Baron van Boetzelaer, Chief of the General 
Affairs office of the Ignietry. Baron van Boetzelaer opened the 
meting with a statement explaining what the Netherlands Government 
has done to half solve the refugee problem. A copy of this statement 
Is attached as an enclosure to this despatch. It has been classified 
RESTRICTED at the request of Baron van Boetzelaer because it contains 
s dissuasion of the Batch Government 9 e activities In taking ears of 
seme recent refugees from Eastern Europe. 



Senator Smith replied to Baron van Boetzelaer with a few words 
explaining the purposes of donate Resolution 33d, after which Mr. R i char d 
Arens of the Judiciary Committee staff asked some questions about 
the number and categories of refugees in the Netherlands. As seme 
of the figures cited by Baron van Boetzelaer did not agree completely 
with others given in the course of the meting, the Dutch promised 
to put together seme more detailed statistics on the subject, and to 
send these statistics to Mr. Arens in the next few weeks. 


The rest of the meeting was given over to a lengthy dinoussles 
of the merits of the Sonne rien for integrating ethnic German 
refugees into the West German eccnuuy. The consensus of Dutch 
opinion was that the plan was economically feasible, and that. If 
counterpart funds were available to help finance it, it could 
probably be put into effect without any great risk of bringing en 
Inflation in Germany. In response to a request toy Mr© Arena. 

Mr. Jo Tinbergen, Director of the Netherlands Government Centre! 
Plan Bureau, premised to write a short statement giving hie persenel 
views on the feasibility of the Son na plan. Mr. Tinbergen was « 
member of the Economic Committee of experts appointed toy the German 
Government to give advice to the group drawing up the Sonne plan. 

Mr. Tinbergen w .11 send the state® at to Mr. Atoens vie the Embassy 
sometime during the next few weeks. 


The meeting ended with a few general remarks by Senator 
The Senator painted a somber picture of the economio 
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facing sue unizm i>- 

per capita public debt of tha United states woo much higher th 
anywhere olee* that unemployment in the Unites states was much 
higher percentage-wise than in many iSurope&a countries ( including 
the Netherlands}, and that the tax burden in the United States 
was truly staggering. Those facts, the Senator said, made it 
impossible for the United States to permit any really large-scale 
issalgratioa. The Senator qualified this, however, by saying that 
Dutch farmers were still welcome in the United states, and that 
there were in fact several colonies of up-standing Dutch-origin- 
farmers in his own state of Horth Carolina* 


After the meeting at the Maistry, tho /Senator and hie party 
want sight-seeing about The Hague, and than had lunch at their hotel,. 
At four in the afternoon, they returned to the Ambassador's office 
to attend a sooting with Mi*. a. J. van Heaven Goadhart, the United 
.nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Hr. Goodhart had flown to 
the Netherlands from Geneva ops daily to see the Senator and the 
Committee utaff . a memorandum of conversation reporting on t&l 
moating with the High conmiEsionor is attached os on enclosure to 
this despatch. 

■ In the evening Senator and Mrs, iimith wore entertained at dinner 
by the Deputy Chief of mission. Counselor h. 0. Trimble. 

The only item in the program for the morning of Thursday, 
September 11, was a visit to the rarmanent Court of International 
Justice o Senator Steith culled on the- First Secretary of Court, 

Mr. J«. $. Lallve, and discussed goner el legal questions with him. 
in the afternoon, senator Smith and Ms party left the Hague by car 
for Brussels-,: Two automobiles wore provided by the l&basey end one. 
v by the MSA. Mice ion. 

A U.B.I.G. press reles.ee on tbs aonator* s visit was issued &mm 
days before his arrival. A bop?4*tcr from the Socialist dally r, Het 
Par eel* Interviewed the senator on his arrival at the airport, but 
neither "Set Parool n nor any other Dutch newspaper carried any 
articles on the visit. 


The Senator appeared-- pleased with his visit to the Netherlands*, 
In conversations with Dutch officials ho several times pail the 
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usual eompliioent of 
and the Scandinavian countries as om of the nations vjhich 
Impr ooood. him most favorably in his trip to Europe® 


Approved, by; 

fj 4 . *;■ c Ui - 

Harold H c Rhodes, 

First Seorotary of smbaesy 


for the Ambassador; 

/ A /) - / vi. ' ?v — ■ — 

Thomas % * Donovan, 
Second Secretary of 


Enclosures; 

1« Speech of Boron van Bootseleer of 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, at 
meeting, of experts, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, September 10. 

2„ Memorandum of conversation on .meet- 
ing between sub-committee and UN 
Sigh Commissioner for defugaes, 
September 10 «. 

So Envelope containing background 
material on Netherlands given to 
Senator Saith and ter® Richard Arons, 
September t* 


Original, Mat, Copy to Department 

oo with Enclosures 1 and 2; MSA, The Hague 

AmConCeacrel, Amsterdam 
AmConsulats, Rotterdam, 
r;ConGonerr.l, Geneva 
hicog. Bona 
AmSmbassy, Athens 
AEtSmbassy, Vienna 
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Speech of Dr. S*Q. Baron van Boetwelaer 
at the expert© 1 meeting with 
Senator Willi* Smith and company* 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs* 

^este&ber 10. 1952 , . ... _ 


A very important mission has been entrusted to you: to study 
end try to find a solution to the problem of those who find their way 
through the iron curtain. You aim the well-being of courageous 
people who seek tho democratic freedom and may enforce the democratic 
nations. 


I* however, have to worn you that you will find few material© 
for your study in our country as luckily the Netherlands do not border 
on the iron curtain. 


I think it ia needless to point out that there is a great 
difference between a country which is tho first country of refuge and 
a coin try which is remote from the danger acne. The first country j 
of refuge is - if I may say so - morally bound to accept as many 
refugees as possible* unless* however* such masses of refugees ask 
asylum that the admittance would lead to a political end economic 
destruction of the country of refuge* If* on tho other hand* refugees 
ask to enter a remote country* the question can be dealt with in another 
way and the economic situation end the safety of the country concerned 
have to be taken care of* No refugee would bo better off If his 
transfer would only result into another stay in a camp without any 
possibility of finding work* 

The Motherlands have been in tho position of first country of 
refuge in the years after 1933 when about 20 thousand German Jaws 
found, asylum in our country. Alas, 1G00Q of them perished during 
the war* others were able to emigrate to oversees countries, some 
thousands ere still staying in this country. After the war the 
Motherlands wore no longer a first country of refuge* Nevertheless 
about 2*500 mom bars of the Polish liberation army* who asked for 
asylum* wore allowed to settle in this country* many of them are 
engaged as miner©. Through IRQ our Government accepted about #.9100 
refugees from comps in Gera.xny. In total you may find about 7 be 
8.000 refugees in the Netherlands* This figure may seem a email mm 
to you. Anyhow it does not indicate that wo ere not interested in 
the problem. The appeal addressed in September 1051 by oar Q,u«en to 
your President* to which Hr* Truman answered in such a sympathetic 
way, is a first proof of tho contrary. For further proof* 2 will 
have to provide you with soma other figures. According to the con sue 
of 1920 the population of the Netherlands mounted to about 5 . 865 . 000 * 
in 1949 to 10*026.000, during the last years the population increased 
at a rate of about 120.000 per annum* The density of the population , 
in -the Netherlands was 309.5 per EM* in 1949 *. I believe you will i 
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tiM a greater density of population in some parts of Asia and in 
the island of fata only. The problem of feeding their population 
bec ome s mo re and stars serious for the M© the a’Xb ad s? . This problem 
can only partly be met by the development of sources of livelihood. 

In particular by industrialisation. The development of these sources 
tea relatively lagged behind the population increase owing to national 
end international economic dislocation ate the changed relations 
between the Netherlands end Indonesia® 


Emigration, especially to overseas countries, 
ate necessary means of alleviating the burden of population 
W® aim at an emigration of about 60.000 people per annum® 

2 hope that in the light of th© above you will understate that 
our relatively Bmll figure of refugees la not due to a lack of 
understanding tho importance of the problem but to th® impossibility 
of feeding and housing large quantities of new o oners. Nevertheless 
we take our part in the general responsibility whenever it seems 
possible. So recently we offered hoepitability to a few hundreds of 
"hard core" cases of the camps in Germany. To refugees wte want to 
©migrate the same facilities are being granted as to our own people. 

refuge© problem as it was 
you about th© general conditions 
t wo can take in the solution 
arc of your concern* Not being 
■a lly epee king - not directly 
a few Polish seamen trying to 
conEiunisa ha© may means- to 
Mather lands authorities have 
©semen to go ashore® 


far 2 tev© mostly dealt with 

under IHO responsibility. teat I to 
of our country applies also to the part 
of the problem of the noo-rofugees who 
a first country of refuge we are * gen 
faced with Mile problem* 2 may mention 
leave their ships in our harbours® As 
send its emissaries over the world, 
to be extremely careful in allowing 

A way in which we offer some help to novi refugees is by 
assisting refugee students. la the spring of 1948 a university 
institution, the "Mniversitair Asyl Fund", which mates it its aim 
to give European refugee students an opportunity of pursuing their 
studios la the Netherlands was established. Bio funds, necessary 
for the study of these- students ©re obtained from Me therlate© students 
end those who have finished thoir studies and from various concerns, 
other institutions ate private person©* Ho subsidy is given by the 
State, but students ere being exempted from paying university fee©* 

On November 1st, 1950, 56 students, of whom about S0%> were Czech©, 
studies under the auspices of the on October 31st, 1951 

this number had declined to 38 . a number of students finished their 
studies (6), ©okg other students left this country for emigration 
purposes (9), end sore students, whose studios were sot successful, 
were assisted in finding a Job* 

I should like to mention 
1 have to 
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report* as it would be .mti 


reraained neutral, many 

ware reeeived by iutoh f sallies to recover their 
health. ®bt» bonds so created lasted for years aftersards* ifeen 
resenrs penetrated on the mass deportations la Hungary many Dutch. 
fam i lies wanted to offer hospitcbility to their unfortunate 

l&s Setherlsnds Government approved the settlement of 
Hungarians, whose lives were endangered, under condition 
lousing and livelihood are guaranteed „ ike ifethar lands 
Budapest was instructed to approach the Hungarian Govern- 
ment on this natter but it was flatly rejected as interference with 
internal Hungarian affairs and oar Sinister was indoctrinated in 
benefit© of ecs®aunis®o She only thing that cur 
after this rebuff' was to issue pre-visa to thos 
fulfilled the conditions set forth by our Government; on these 
pre-vlea the people concerned could try to get 
to leave their country. Heedless to soy that one of the benefits 
of conEiunisa consists in impeding as Mich as possible to fly frost 
©a earth* Since July *51 110 pre-visa have been 
I " now only 8 of them have bees able to 
story I |nst told you would be a 

however we did not want and still do not wnxtt 
as propaganda material because this would have 
an absolute stop on any regular departure from Hungary to 
the Bother leads. That is the reason why X ashed for your discretion 
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original version of the plan could 4e« 

la the second place, the Sonne plan or something like the Sonne 
plan should be applied in Austria* The number of refugees in Austria 
mas smaller percentage-wise then in Germany, but the political 
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part of the a©n©y lie had raceutly beam given by 
Foundation in setting up self-help projects in Austria® 
examples of such projects^ he described a. sohoee isiierob^ 
farm land would fee rented and made available to refuge© farnsra® 
and a plea whereby tools would fee bought to enable refugee glass 
workers to ©era their om livings® The High Commissioner laid 
particular stress ©a the fact that this program was based oa the 
assumption that the min answer to the refugee problem was 
assimilation in the countries the refuses© were now te® 

Mr® Areas said that it was ref re shins to hear moh good sense 
spoken for a change e as the sub- commit tea agreed completely with 
the High Commissioner that integration of the refugee© ms the only 
answer to the problem 0 

Dr® Ooedhart replied that this was a point he had long felt 
■ strongly* sad that in the past too many people had overlooked the 
necessity of helping integrate refugees into the economies of the 
countries the refugees were in® He said he could not agree » however* 
that integration was the only ansvjer® In his view* 
tele© care of frost 75 to 65 per cent of the refugee e & 
wee probably the answer for the remainder® 



Mr© Arens said he hoped Dr® Goedhart would fee able to come to 
the United states to testify before the sub-committee early next 
year* as his point of view should be better known in the States® 

Sir® Arens: said that the Walter Committee had returned from Europe 
last year with the message that the United states must give still 
more visas to refugees® The present sub-committee 9 m the contrary® 
was convinced that visas ware not the answer* and that Integration 
th© answer® 32ie sub-committee intended to do what it could to 
this point ©cross in the states® Mr® Arens then criticised the 
pro-emigration and anti-integration bias of Americans who bad been 
associated with ISO in the past® 

Dr® Goedhart replied that it was true that many officials at 
. the loser levels tended to think only in terns of .getting sore visas 
for the refugees* but that at the higher levels he was ears there was 
now and had for a long time been a full appreciation of tho imports©©# 
of integration® Dr® Goedhart said he v.’ould be glad to come before 
the sub-committee in Washington*, and that it wouldn’t be moa 
to subpoena him* as Mr® Arens had jokingly 
planned to visit the States la a few months. 

The meeting ended with a promise fey Dr® Goedhart to sond t ha 
sub-committee some statistics m the refugee prdb lea in Greece end 
elsewhere sad seme details ns to his plans for trial projects to 
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: fe«lp Integra ta refugees iiit© tsm tfaatera mmsmm scoiiosi?* ’jQia . | ... 

offer t© ©©&€■ Hho Bt»ti3felos arose out of m rwsrk tlm$ 

. . &r« CJoeitiesMfc &ai to tb« effeofc that tbo refago© p reftLoai 
1» Ox©©-©© v/as partial.. lariy tfirfltnut* ili« Kenzos? oa«t »S% Areas inti: 
eo&tostei this* myitm that %hm lw4 ioid by B;i% T«a©a«eio 
( Veaizeloe) la Atbo*g$ that- rafugee© «»r© &© lA.^ar of a 
jpofeioni ia Ort®©#* Br* ■ <toa4tuBrt inski wnilsea ©ft© ouolwvo wr® ■ 
mmiXm twit- said that la proportion to ra^curaa© available to 
oar© for bfe© jr©ft*g®®a # tfeo proMea la Qm*m ms ©tilt mww m&M&m®:. 
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